
2024 BBCS Convention Wrap-Up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The BueLingo Beef Cattle Society 2024 national convention was held August 2 and 3 in the Webster, IA area. This 
year’s convention was hosted by Koehn Family Farms. The group had a wonderful time exploring the surrounding 
area prior to our general meeting on Saturday. Friday’s events started with a tour of the Kinze Innovation Center in 
Williamsburg, IA. The group (minus most of the ladies) did a self tour of the innovation center learning about the 
Kinze machinery history and seeing some of the new equipment. Following the Kinze tour, the group rejoined        
together for a lunch in the local area.  
 

The afternoon was spent touring the Amana Farms Beef facility, led by John McGrath, the farm’s manager. We 
toured the beef finishing barn and learned about the digester plant which the farm uses to produce electricity for the 
farm and feeds to the Amana colonies. The group then took time, individually, to wander through the various colony 
towns enjoying shopping, some wine tasting, etc. We then rejoined back together for dinner at Ronneburg            
Restaurant for a family style meal, which was delicious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

BBCS group at the Amana Beef Facility. Center: John McGrath Amana Farms Manager. 



The BBCS continued the convention on Saturday, August 3, with the general meeting being hosted at the Koehn Family Farm. 
The meeting began at approximately 10:00 am (CST) with a welcome to the group from Joe Koehn, President. Members 
attending introduced themselves, see attendees below. 

Members Attending 

Unapproved minutes (will be presented at 2025 general meeting for approval) … 
 

Minutes from the June 24, 2023 General Membership meeting were reviewed. Dean Monson made motion to accept the 
minutes. Gene Kissner seconded motion. Motion to accept minutes passed by attendees. 
 

Karen Gallion gave treasurer/financial report for calendar year 2023 and balances as of August 1, 2024. Harvey Blair made 
motion to accept the report as presented. Terry Bryant seconded motion. Motion to accept treasurer report passed by 
attendees. 
 

Joe Koehn asked attendees if there was any old business from the 2023 general meeting that needed to be discussed. As 
nothing was brought forth, new business was addressed. 
 

New Business: 
 

1. BBCS By-Law Change: Passed by membership that returned the ballot - 96% voted to approve.  
         Section 4, Subsection B, Line 8 has been updated to the following verbiage. 8. The Directors shall elect from among their 
own number a chairman, vice chairman, and a recording secretary whose term shall be for one (1) year. This election shall be 
at the annual membership meeting. Officers are to be elected and introduced to members during the convention. The  
chairman and vice-chairman shall have the opportunity to remain in said office for four (4) consecutive years, if desired and  
elected by current board members. The chairman and vice-chairman shall be excluded from election for a minimum of one 
(1) year following four (4) consecutive position terms. (Amended - Approved by Board of Directors June 23, 2023; Voted on/
accepted by membership May 2024). 
 

2. BBCS board member election was completed/announced: Joe Koehn was re-elected for a second three (3) year term.  
Colleen Klaers was newly elected to the BBCS board. Due to limited board membership present, the President and  
Vice-President will be elected via board meeting at a later date. 
 

3. U.C Davis PMT testing price discussion: President, Joe Koehn gave Karen Gallion permission/authority to sign the new  
contract (7/1/24). Karen Gallion presented information regarding the PMT testing contract with U.C. Davis. The U.C Davis 
price for PMT testing increased from $25.00 to $30.00 per test, via the updated contract. To cover the increase in testing 
cost, Karen asked to update the submission cost to BBCS for animal testing to be raised from $30.00 to $35.00 to cover the 
$5.00 increase for processing the testing. Dave Gallion made motion to accept this increase in price. Harvey Blair seconded 
motion. Motion to accept the price increase was passed by attendees. 
 

Terry & Robin Bryant Camargo, OK 60 head cow/calf 

Harvey & Susan Blair Warren, IL 106 head cow/calf 

Dean & LuAnn Monson Gratiot, WI 100 head 

Gene & Betty Kissner Corcoran, MN  

Laura Griffin Stockton, IL 30 head cow/calf 

Kylie Wieczorek Stockton, IL  

David & Karen Gallion Spencer, WI 89 head cow/calf 

Koehn Family: 
Kurt, Susan, John, Joe, Shelly,  
Evan & Abby 

Webster/Deep River, IA 75 head cow/calf 



4. 2025 Convention hosting was discussed: If you are interested in hosting, please contact the office or board president (Joe 
Koehn). Laura Griffin is a possible host for 2026. Board will reach out to Ben Beaty and Grace Meyer to see if they would be 
interested in hosting.  
 

5. 2024 BueLingo Calf Sale was discussed: Due to a resent health issue, Logan Edenfield from Equity Livestock was not able to 
attend the meeting to present Equity’s proposal for selling BueLingo calves. Dave Gallion handed out draft options for the  
Equity proposal. Please contact the office or Dave Gallion if you are interested in having a Zoom meeting with Logan Edenfield 
to go over Equity Livestock’s proposal. This would be for 2026 calf sales. 

 

6. President plaque presentation: Joe Koehn present past president Terry Bryant (June 
2022 - May 2023) with his president plaque. 
 

7. Review of WI Farm Technology Days: Danny Meyer and Karen Gallion manned the 
booth for the event. Danny Meyer provided a yearling heifer for the event. We gave out 
“Eat BueLingo Beef” stickers along with Oreo cookies. 
 

8. 2024 Calving/Weaning Report Updated: Karen Gallion reminded members that the 
calving/weaning report has been updated to being a calendar year. The 2024 calendar 
year calving report is out on the national website. Please try to submit this by early 2025 
to Danny Meyer or Karen Gallion. 
 

9. Commercial Data - DNA testing: Dave Gallion brought up discussion regarding breed 
improvement with using commercial cattle data. Bulls would be tested and then  

offspring from those bulls could be tested to get genetic data. There was very limited interest from the attendees. Anyone  
interested in pursuing this for your herd, contact Dave Gallion. 
 

10. Breeder List Discussion: Susan Blair brought up for discussion the option of listing breeders (types of animals available) on 
the membership list. This was originally brought forth to the board by Karen Gallion due to the number of inquiries into who 
has breeding stock available and how it was being discussed. To prevent any issues or hard feelings with misstatements to  
prospective buyers regarding who has stock, it was suggested to have members provide that information and it would be  
added to the active membership information. Karen Gallion had sent out information to all members to get this information 
back, along with the board member voting ballot. A few members do advertise in each newsletter, incurring a cost, where the 
addition to the membership list would cost nothing. Susan Blair and a few others in attendance felt this would not be equitable 
for those who have paid to advertise within the newsletters.  
After much discussion, the following was proposed: A breeder list will be created for a cost of $35.00 per year. 

•   This list will contain either your information or your business card. 
•   This will list the types of breeding stock available (i.e. Bulls, Semen, Cows, Heifers, etc.) - you will need to provide that    
      when submitting your information. 
•   This list will be printed in the newsletter one time, yearly, at the beginning of the year. 
•   If you wish to advertise extra in subsequent newsletters or additional advertising in the first newsletter, you will be  
      charged the current advertising charge. 
•   This Breeder List will replace the current “BueLingo For Sale” section on the website. As indicated above, you  will want  
     to include all the information for the website (i.e. Semen available from which bulls, PMT status, etc.) 
•   The list will be updated yearly as will the website for those doing submissions. 

Susan Blair made motion to adopt the new Breeder List setup. Harvey Blair seconded. Motion to accept this setup passed by 
attendees. 
 

11. Invoices: Karen Gallion will send invoices out for advertising in the newsletters. You will need to let Shelly Koehn know if 
you are advertising and Karen will send out the invoice for payment.  
 

Dean Monson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Terry Bryant seconded. Motion to adjourn passed by attendees. 



The convention activities continued with lunch being served. We enjoyed a fantastic barbecue spread with beef tips, southern 
green beans, potatoes, coleslaw, and dinner rolls. Thanks to Ben’s Bear Creek BBQ for catering. We also had yummy desserts 
provided by the Koehn family. During the lunch time, we were able to do a Q & A session with Eric Smith, DMV. Dr. Smith is an 
owner of Farm and Family Veterinary Clinic in Victor, IA. A variety of topics were discussed during the session. As is the  
tradition, we held an auction featuring a variety of items, while we took time to let lunch settle. Terry Bryant and Gene Kissner 
functioned as auctioneers and Kylie Wieczorek played “Vanna.” 

Auction Items: 
BueLingo Doorstop - bought by Laura Griffin 

Oklahoma Basket - bought by Kurt Koehn 
Homemade Sauerkraut - bought by Dean Monson 

Grilling & Chilling Basket - bought by Eric Smith, DMV 
BueLingo Windmill - bought by Susan Blair 

Strawberry Rhubarb Jam - bought by Laura Griffin 
Blueberry Rhubarb Jam - bought by Betty Kissner 

Raspberry Jam - bought by Laura Griffin 
Strawberry Jam - bought by Susan Koehn 

 
 
 
 

 
The rest of the afternoon was spent looking 
at Koehn’s cattle. Evan and Abby Koehn 
gave us a tour of their show cattle and 
spoke on how they take care of them. We 
then took a tour of the farm via hay wagon. 
We enjoyed heading out to the pasture and 
then seeing the cattle that were being fed 
out to finish. 

Thank you to everyone that 
attended the convention. It was 
our pleasure to host this year.  

We hope you all had a great time 
and enjoyed the activities. 

Top: Evan and  Abby Koehn with 
their show heifers and calf. 
 

Right: The group enjoying a tour of 
the farm and feeding the cows in 
the pasture while enjoying the 
beautiful weather. 


